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Contact:
Penny Perkins, grassland ecologist



402-321-3904

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE *** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE *** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Working Prairies Farm Tour August 14

An August 14 farm tour southwest of Lincoln will highlight grass-based livestock production methods that are both profitable for farmers and better for wildlife, and will explain federal and state programs designed to help farmers implement those methods.

The free tour, at 6 pm at the farm of Lyle Sittler south of Denton, will highlight managed grazing systems and other methods that improve wildlife habitat on native grassland, while providing for plant diversity and livestock production.


The Sunday evening farm tour will also include information on federal and state programs that can help farmers implement similar methods on their land, including the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Conservation Security Program, Grassland Reserve Program, and Landowner Incentive Program.  

“Only about one percent of the historic tallgrass prairie that once blanketed eastern Nebraska remains, and the vast majority of that native prairie is in private hands,” said Duane Hovorka, Nebraska Wildlife Federation Executive Director. 


“We need to help landowners manage that land profitably so it won’t be plowed up, and at the same time we can help them improve the grass stand and provide better habitat for wildlife,” he said. “We’re trying to show people some ways to do that with this farm tour.”


To reach the Sittler farm, at 13800 SW 72nd street, from the west end of Denton, drive south on Route S55a for four miles, turn left (east) onto W. Bennet Road, travel east two miles, turn right (south) onto SW 72nd.  For more information, contact the Federation office in Lincoln, 402-477-1008. 
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