[image: image1.jpg]ﬁmﬁﬂ'ﬁé&'&k '







Contacts:   
Duane Hovorka, Executive Director, 402-994-5995, or 402-477-1008



 
Ferd Hoefner, Sustainable Agriculture Coalition, 202-547-5754

***** NEWS RELEASE ***** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***** NEWS RELEASE *****

Wildlife Federation Calls CSP Signup “Lost Opportunity”


(Elmwood, NE, June 9, 2006) Nebraska Wildlife Federation executive director Duane Hovorka today called the USDA’s announcement this week that just 4,404 farmers in America, including 348 in Nebraska, were awarded Conservation Security Program contracts “a huge lost opportunity.”


The USDA said that nearly half of the 8,570 farmers and ranchers who applied for contracts nationwide under the Farm Bill’s only comprehensive stewardship program were turned away because of a lack of funding. Farmers were eligible to apply for Conservation Security Program (CSP) contracts in only 60 watersheds nationwide, including just one in Nebraska, fas less than originally planned.


“Last winter, Congress made substantial cuts in funding for the Conservation Security Program, and those chickens are coming home to roost,” said Hovorka.  “The funding cuts are hurting Nebraska farmers and ranchers, and harming our efforts to improve on-farm conservation in Nebraska.”


Hovorka said one direct result of the funding cuts is that farmers in the lower Republican River watershed in Nebraska weren’t eligible for the CSP signup this even, even though the program could have helped them conserve water in a water-short region of Nebraska. A second result is that fewer Nebraska farmers who were eligible and applied for the CSP will actually receive contracts this year.


Hovorka warned that despite the popularity of the CSP with farmers and ranchers, the House of Representatives recently approved an Agricultural Appropriations bill for 2007 that would again cap the CSP. 


According to Ferd Hoefner of the Sustainable Agriculture Coalition, the $280 million included in the House Appropriations bill “would be just about enough to pay for the long-term contracts signed by farmers in 2004-2006, but not enough for any new signups in 2007.”  


Hovorka said “if the Senate doesn’t fix the mistakes made by the House of Representatives, Nebraska farmers and ranchers -- including those in the Republican River basin -- may not have the opportunity to apply for the Conservation Security Program next year. That would be a tragedy for farmers and ranchers, rural communities, and our natural resources.”
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