For More Information, Contact: 
Duane Hovorka, Nebraska Wildlife Federation






(402) 477-1008






NebraskaWildlife@alltel.net

NEWS RELEASE ***** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ***** NEWS RELEASE *****
Nebraska Wildlife Federation Endorses Strong Management Plan for Niobrara Scenic River


The Nebraska Wildlife Federation released its review of the Niobrara National Scenic River Draft Management Plan proposed by the National Park Service. The Federation complimented the National Park Service on its proposed Management Plan, while urging it to make permanent protection of the area’s land and water resources its highest priority, and to seek additional public access to the river. The Federation applauded the draft plan’s proposed Scenic River Area boundary, while urging the Park Service to protect the full 24,320 acres authorized under Federal law. 

“The National Park Service has done a great public service, by laying out in plain-spoken language and stunning images why the Niobrara National Scenic River is an absolute jewel on the Great Plains,” said Nebraska Wildlife Federation Executive Director Duane Hovorka.

Hovorka urged the Park Service “to act with all deliberate speed to finalize the plan and move on to implementing the actions outlined in the plan.”


The Federation generally supported the philosophy of the Park Service’s proposed Management Plan, which would rely on a cooperative partnership between federal, state and local agencies, non-profit organizations, private landowners and river outfitters to manage the area’s natural resources. 

Hovorka also said “you cannot have a scenic river without a river,” and he noted that the increasing pressure on Nebraska water resources “makes river flow one of the most important issues facing the Niobrara National Scenic River.” He said a relatively small reduction in stream flows could substantially impair the recreational experience for canoers and kayakers by exposing large areas of rocks and other substrate. He urged the National Park Service to be involved in the development of Integrated Management Plans for areas upstream of the Scenic River, and to help the Game & Parks Commission and interested Natural Resource Districts seek and secure a state in-stream flow water right that would protect fish, wildlife and recreational benefits in the Niobrara River. 

The Federation noted that while Congress authorized the Park Service to designate a Scenic River Area boundary that would encompass 24,320 acres, the Preferred Alternative identified in the draft plan would protect 23,074 acres, nearly two square miles less than authorized. Hovorka said even protecting the full 24,320 acres would leave thousands of acres in the scenic view-shed unprotected, and he urged the Park Service to protect the full acres authorized by Congress.

While supporting the Park Service proposal to eventually establish a research, education and visitor center near the river that could be used jointly by federal, state and local agencies, Hovorka said the Management Plan “should make protection of the land and water resources of the Scenic River the first and highest priority for available funding.” The Federation’s comments noted that the $5 to $7 million estimated cost of building the Park Service part of a new education and visitor center could potentially protect 10,000 to 15,000 acres of land through the purchase of conservation easements from willing landowners in the Valley.


The Federation agreed with the Park Service proposal to provide additional public access sites to the river near Berry Bridge and Rocky Ford, and urged it to go even further and provide public access points in the downstream part of the Scenic River Area. The Federation’s comments noted that the three existing public access points, at Cornell Dam, Smith Falls State Park and Brewer Bridge, are all in the western one-quarter of the Scenic River Area. 


The Federation encouraged the Park Service and other agencies to think beyond the Scenic River Area, and to look for opportunities to provide public access points on the Niobrara River west of Valentine. Hovorka described that stretch of the Niobrara as “every bit as stunning as the river east of Valentine, and it provides a great canoeing experience with a few additional challenges.”  
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