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For Immediate Release -- Contacts:


Duane Hovorka, Nebraska Wildlife Federation, (402) 477-1008, or (402) 994-5995

Dan Luecke, National Wildlife Federation, (303) 443-5815        
PLATTE RIVER RECOVERY PLAN ‘GOOD DEAL’ FOR WILDIFE AND PEOPLE
(Lincoln, NE) The Nebraska Wildlife Federation and National Wildlife Federation have announced their support for the Platte River Recovery Program. Both organizations played key roles in the nine years of negotiations that led to the development of the Recovery Program.

The organizations are urging the Governors of Nebraska, Colorado, and Wyoming, and the Secretary of Interior, to sign the proposed Recovery Program and commit to funding and implementing the program in the years to come.

“The Platte River Recovery Program is a much-needed plan to begin to restore and protect critical wildlife habitat in the Central Platte River,” said Dan Luecke, Platte River consultant for the National Wildlife Federation. “The program is clearly a compromise from our standpoint, it is only a start at the work we need to do. But overall, it is a good deal for wildlife.” 

Luecke said the Recovery Program would begin to reverse more than a century and a half of habitat loss, and begin to protect the Platte River and its wildlife for future generations.
“The Platte River Recovery Program is also a good deal for people, a good deal for the communities along the River, and a great deal for Nebraska taxpayers,” said Duane Hovorka, Nebraska Wildlife Federation executive director. 

Hovorka said the Recovery Program would protect irrigators, industries, cities, and other existing water users, with a ‘grandfather clause’ that allows all pre-1997 water uses to continue. It would ensure that some water would remain in the river to continue to recharge well fields along the Platte that supply cities like Lincoln and Omaha with drinking water. 

Hovorka said the Recovery Program would also begin to protect wildlife habitat, benefiting the many hotels, restaurants, hunting guides, and other businesses that depend upon Platte River wildlife. With the federal government, Colorado water users, and the state of Wyoming paying for almost all of the costs of the program, he said “the Recovery Program is a sweet deal for Nebraska taxpayers,” Nebraska’s Department of Natural Resources estimates the state’s costs under the Program would be $8-11 million over 13 years, or about $1 million per year. 
Both Luecke and Hovorka serve on the Governance Committee that has been negotiating details of the Program since 1997, along with water users, state officials, the Department of Interior, and other conservation groups.  

For more information, visit www.nwf.org/CentralPlatte, or www.nebraskawildlife.org
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